
 Resurrection Lutheran School Board 
 Open Session Minutes 

 November 16, 2023 

 Voting Board Member Present:  Mackenzie Sottini, John  Heilman, Chris Alladin, Larry 
 Cameron, Fonda Ingram, John Leuenberger, Pat Smith, Chris Johanson 
 Absent: Bill Xenakis 

 Non-voting Board Members Present:  Pastor Jonathan  Blanke, Robin Hester, Carey 
 Reynik 

 Staff Present:  Rosie Creasy, Deb Mahan 

 Presiding Officer Mackenzie Sottini opened the meeting at 6:32 pm and Fonda Ingram 
 led the opening prayer. 

 STEM Presentation  - Pam Barnette and Jen King 

 Pam began the presentation by showing a video of the STEM activities the classrooms 
 have been engaged in. 
 The school has their first coding elective. 
 Pam explained they use Coding.com, Tinkercad, Sphereo.com for coding robots, and 
 Defined Learning- a library that provides teachers with K-12 standards aligned, project 
 based STEM learning units. 
 Pam stated she and several RLS teachers taught 2 sessions at the SED LCMS 
 Conference in Williamsburg, VA.  The topic on STEM classes in School including hands- 
 on activities was well received. 
 Dr. Garcia, Lead STEM Coordinator Granville Schools of Instruction, has invited Pam to 
 speak at a conference. 

 Jen explained some of the STEM activities the Kindergarteners have done in their 
 classrooms including, “How Do We Keep Humpty Dumpty on the Wall?” and 
 constructing Halloween spiderwebs with chairs and pipe cleaners.  The kindergarten 
 teachers have devoted Friday afternoons as STEM afternoons. 

 It was noted and agreed by many that these STEM activities and what our school is 
 doing with STEM should be a huge marketing tool for our school. 



 Admission and Marketing 

 Rosie stated the revamped website should launch in January.  They are in the process 
 of updating reference forms, fine tuning documents and making the processes easier. 
 One goal is for the application process to be online. 
 Rosie would like a committee to review the website and make suggestions. It was 
 decided the withdrawal policy as stated on the enrollment contracts should be put on 
 the website. 

 Friday, November 17, re-enrollment begins via email, with the $400 enrollment fee due 
 by November 27, 2023.  November 27th begins open enrollment for the public.  There is 
 usually an 80 - 90% student re-enrollment. 
 The school has 7-8 JK applications already.  Many are coming from the community 
 daycares and preschools because RLS offers a full day 4 year old program. 

 A new student will begin before year's end and that will bring RLS to 179 students. 

 Principal’s Report 

 Robin said Dr. Freeman’s seminar at the SED LCMS Conference was informative and to 
 the point.  He shared some thoughts/questions that Lutheran schools should think 
 about: 
 Do your church kids come to your school?  Why? Why not?   Try to get teacher pay to 
 78 - 80% of public schools.  Look at corporate donations to help finance your schools. 
 Be  intentional  about being Lutheran! 

 The boys and girls basketball teams won their first games and were ecstatic! 
 Teacher observations are taking place now. 

 A question was raised if the multi child money could be increased and the answer was; 
 direct them to the opportunity scholarship. 

 Deb told the board that Giving Tuesday will be a one week campaign using “One 
 heart-One Mind” as the theme. 
 The Annual Fund letters will go out December 1st. 

 Mackenzie asked if the 2024-2025 Calendar is ready and all dates settled.  The answer 
 is “Yes”. 



 Teacher Rep News  Carey Reynik 

 This year has been demanding, the teachers have needed to learn a lot of new things, 
 but they are content and things are moving along. 

 Treasurer’s Report  Chris Alladin 

 The Medical Benefits line in the budget may change.  More people have chosen to take 
 benefits than originally estimated and the choices in the plans may change.  We’ll know 
 more in January.  The plans are handled through the church. 

 There are no new committee updates this month. 

 Pastor Blanke explained the Church Council is discussing the Endowment Funds and 
 would like an RLS Board member to be a “point person” for communication purposes. 

 Presiding Officer Mackenzie Sottini adjourned the meeting at 7:46 pm. 
 Minutes submitted by Secretary, Chris Johanson 


