
RLS Board Open Session Meeting 1/16/20 
 
 
Board:  David Robison, Tim Farmer, John Whatley, Linda Cook, Jacin Suskin, Bee 
Persson, Michelle Wood, Neil Porter,  
Staff: Rosie Creasy, Tom Kolb, Chris Johanson  
 
Meeting opened at 6:30 PM with a prayer led by Michelle Wood 
 
Pastor Jonathan Blanke introduced himself to those attending and was welcomed by 
the Board as he joined us to learn more about RLS and our shared mission.  
 
Admissions Report: 
Rosie shared the current status of families that have confirmed re-enrollment. The goal 
of ninety percent re-enrollment has been achieved at this point in time, with at least two 
additional enrollees in process as of today, 1/16/20.  
 
Rosie and Deb have completed all documents and preparations for the upcoming 
accreditation visit by NLSA (National Lutheran Schools Accreditation). On Sunday 
February 2nd the accreditation team will be visiting to meet with RLS Board Members 
and will remain on campus Monday and Tuesday to proceed with their review. 
 
Most applicants who have requested Financial Aid haven’t started or completed their 
applications as of this date. We have asked applicants to use the FACTS website and 
have applications completed by 2/15/20, when the Financial Aid committee will proceed 
with review.  
 
Rosie attended a recent PSO meeting, a budget has been submitted and plans are 
underway for a “Booster-a-thon” in May and Field Day at the end of school year. 
 
School “Shadow Day” was held last Tuesday for interested applicants, and more will be 
held in the Spring Semester. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Principal’s Report: 
Tom shared that the School aftercare director position has two candidates at this time, 
with plans to make a hire soon. The Flu season is in full swing, but RLS students, 
faculty and staff are weathering the storm the best they can at this time.  
 
RLS’  beloved Kindergarten teacher, Pat Smith, will be retiring at the end of the year. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Tim noted that the “bad debt expense” on the financial statement is now documented 
properly. This was an outstanding amount on the books and required writing off 
appropriately. 
 
The RLS Annual Fund drive has been successful, with more details to come. 
 
Financial Assistance Committee  
The board reviewed the Multiple Child Assistance Program, the Financial Aid process, 
as well as the FACTS website used by applicants to submit material information related 
to need.  
 
Michelle, Neil and Tim offered to assist Tom and Anne Altieri on the Financial Aid 
process this Spring. Committee meeting to be held in the next two weeks. 
 
Jacin motioned to set aside $150k for Financial Aid as the committee will be starting the 
process in the coming weeks. Tom seconds the motion. 
 
VOTE:  The Board unanimously approves the $150k set aside in Financial Assistance 
awards for the 2020/2021 school year. 
 
Standing Committee Review 
Board Policy Manual Committee, Tech Committee, Professional Development 
Committee and Community Relations Committee goals and membership were briefly 
reviewed.  Each committee will be reporting in upcoming Open Board Meetings. 
 
The recent  RLS survey results will be shared with teachers per Dave. Open Session 
meeting adjourns at 8:55 pm. 
 
 
Minutes submitted by Neil Porter, Secretary 
 


